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The oniy thing that c

20" SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
17" AUGUST 2025

WHEN WE
PRAY FOR
OUR
CHILLDREN

“LIT THE CHILDREN COME TO ME, AND
DO NOT ITNINDER TIIEM: FOR TO SUCH

‘ BELONGS TIIE RINGDOM OT TIIEAVEN.”
i IMATTHEW 19:14
My dear children of God, this write up is not a reflection on this word of God
but looking at this word of God as a prayer for our children. The church and
our families are facing a growing concern about our children, the upcoming
generation. We tend to compare our teenage or childhood and conclude that
they do not have faith as we had when we were at their age. The face of our
church is not as young as it used to be. What can we do about it?

e Assume our responsibility.
[ mean to say that we all have the responsibility of sharing our faith to the
generation following us. In the ecclesial understanding the Godparents have a
greater responsibility to make sure the Godchildren are growing in faith. A
beautiful appreciation from St. Paul we see in the scriptures is: “I am reminded
of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you.” (2 Tim 1:5). Dear
Godparents and parents please check on your odchildren and children. Teach
them basic prayers; do not leave it to someone else. The final blessing on the
father of the child at baptism says: “God is the giver of all life, human




Parish Priest:
Fr. Joby George VC

Priest-In Residence:
Fr Sebastian
Mappilaparambil VC

Parish Secretary:
Caroline Allen

Parish Manager:
Gerard Antony

Principal:
Paul Sharp

Child Safety Officer:
Florida Nugara

Catechist:
Christina D’Couto

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil .... 6.30pm

Sunday........ccc..... 9.15am
..................... 11.00am
Healing Mass .... 7.00pm

Spanish Mass:
Saturday 4.00pm

Weekday Masses:
Monday to Saturday 9.15am

Wednesday 7.00pm

Reconciliation:
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.15am
Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am

Novena to Our Lady:
Saturday 9.00am

Wednesday 7.00pm
Baptisms: Second Sunday

Divine Kids Bible Class:
Sunday 10.15am

Parish Prayer Group:
Tuesday 7.00pm-8.00pm

Parish Halls Hire:
Contact Parish Office

Holy Family Parish is committed to upholding the wellbeing, safety and dignity of each child
and young person and ensuring that they are able to grow and develop in a caring and
supportive environment in our Church.

and divine. May he bless the father of this child. He and
his wife will be the first teachers of their child in the
ways of faith. May they be also the best of teachers,
bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
e Let us Pray for them

How to pray for them? What to pray for them? We pray
usually for their healing, their education, their
wellbeing, their temporal needs. Well, that is not
enough. We need to pray rebuking all that stops our
children from coming closer to Jesus. The word of God,
really is a rebuking the disciples who stopped the
children from coming to Jesus. In our world today we
have so many things around our children that block
them from going to Jesus. There are ideologies,
conveniences, entertainments, friends, institutions, etc
etc which can affect their relationship to Jesus.
The parents and guardians of our children should use
the words of Jesus to rebuke all that hinder our children
from Jesus. For an example if you find your child so
much into some kind of entertainment hindering
prayer time, study time etc you must start to tell them
the long-term negative impact of it on them. Along with
all their physical efforts pray saying “Let the children
come to Jesus, do not hinder them.” You can even
include the name of the particular thing that hinder
their faith. Parents, you have the authority to pray
rebuking the hindrances between your children and
Jesus.
This is also part of your responsibility as parents to
intercede for your children, meaning taking your
children to Jesus as the Syrophoenician woman, as the
father who came to Jesus for his son possessed, as the
Synagogue official who came to Jesus for his daughter.
Take your children in prayer to Jesus and protect them
with your prayers.

God bless us all................ Fr. Joby George VC

CHILD SAFETY




READINGS

SUNDAY

Jer 38: 4-6,8-10
Ps 39:2-4, 18
Heb 12:1-4

Lk 12:49-53

MONDAY

Judges 2:11-19

Ps 105:34-37,39-40,43-
44

Mt 19:16-22

TUESDAY
Judges 6:11-24
Ps 84:9,11-14
Mt 19:23-30

WEDNESDAY

St Bernard,abbot,doctor
Judges 9:6-15

Ps 20:2-7

Mt 20:1-16

THURSDAY

St Pius X, pope
Judges 11:29-39
Ps 39:5,7-10

Mt 22:1-14

FRIDAY

The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Ruth1:1,3-6,14-16,22
Ps 145:5-10

Mt 22:34-40

SATURDAY
Ruth2:1-3,8-11;4:13-17
Ps 127:1-5

Mt 23:1-12

WEEKLY PRAYER INTENTION

For all ADDICTED TO ONLINE GAMING
We will be praying for this intention in every Holy Mass
for this week. Please keep them in your personal Rosary
and prayers.

SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR CHILDREN AND

KIDS
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TO JESUS %
THROUGH MARY

AUG 23 AND 24, 2025

9.00 AM - 3.30 PM
-

HOLY FAMILY CHUCH, DOVETON @ ¥ 0 &
AGES5-15

TO ENROL:
WWW.DIVINEKIDS.COM.AU

POSITIONS VACANT

Catholic education
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools
(MACS) website.

Social services provider, CatholicCare Victoria
CatholicCare Victoria website.

Villa Maria Catholic
VMCH website.

Parish Support Officer
St. Simon the Apostle, Rowville, Part Time, 24
hours per week across 4 days

Evangelisation Leader

St. Gregory the Great, Doncaster &
St. Kevin’s Templestowe

12 — month Fixed Term Contract
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G DIVINE KIDS
www.divinekids.com.au

NOVEMBER 30

Sunday Blble Class o

DECEMBER 02

(Except first Sundays}
FellowshipHall
Holy Family Church

100 Power Road, Dove%

Join Divine Kids for Sunday Bible Classes!

ead e i FESTIVAL

25 YEARS OLD
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Jesus said "Let the little children come to me, &
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of \k
heaven belongs to such as these." 1

- - -

Each 40-minute class includes: Registration is free and
* & fun activity or game

all interested

encouraged for parents who
want their children to grow

w.,.d.‘..,.d..mm,. Sionots teachers AU Uraai §e o¥ Chils to go please
SSRGS, e carry Gode Wordin theic contact the
s S s e parish office.
Parish Office Presbytery T: (03) 97924317 | School T: (03) 97911853

Opening Hours Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au
Tuesday to Friday Parish E: doveton@cam.org.au

9.30am to 1.30pm Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com
Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)




