
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“The walls of hospitals have heard more honest prayers than churches… 
They have witnessed far more sincere kisses than those in airports… 

It is hospitals that you see a privileged doctor saving the life of a beggar… 
In intensive care you see the Jew taking care of a racist… 

A police officer and a prisoner in the same room receiving the same care… 
It is in these moments, when the hospital touches the wounds of people, 

that different worlds intersect according to a divine design. 
And in this communion of destinies, we realise that alone we are nothing. 

The absolute truth of people, most of the time, only reveals itself 
in moments of pain or in the real threat of an irreversible loss. 
A hospital is a place where human beings remove their masks, 
And show themselves as they truly are, in their purest essence. 

This life will pass quickly, so do not waste it fighting with people. 
Do not complain excessively. Make sure to hug your loved ones. 

Do not worry too much about keeping the house spotless. 
Listen, perfection does not exist. A human being simply cannot attain 

it because we are simply not made to be fulfilled here. 
Here, we are given an opportunity to learn. 

Love more, forgive more, embrace more, live more intensely! 
And leave the rest in the hands of the Creator.” 

  

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25) 

Parish Office 
Opening Hours 

Tuesday to Friday 
9.30am to 1.30pm 

Presbytery T: (03) 97924317 |   School T: (03) 97911853 
Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au        
Parish E: doveton@cam.org.au   
Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com    
Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au 

POPE FRANCIS REFLECTING FROM HOSPITAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
18th May 2025 

The shepherd’s staff in the 
Bible is far more than a practical tool—
it is a powerful symbol of God's 
leadership, care, and authority. 
From the hills of Bethlehem to the 
courts of Pharaoh, from the Psalms to 
the teachings of Jesus, the staff reminds 
us that God is our Shepherd, guiding us 
with love, correcting us with grace, and 
protecting us with power.  

God’s authority to the called 
ones we see vividly with Moses. There 
is the staff that symbolizes the power 
of God at work, working miracles. In 
Exodus, Moses’ staff plays a central role  

 

    

  

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 

HOLY FAMILY 
         DOvetOn 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me.”      Psalms 23:4 

Last Sunday May 11th we 
reflected upon the Good Shepherd. 
Today I thought of reflecting further 
upon some tools of the shepherd of the 
time of Jesus and what it meant then 
and what it means spiritually now. 

Psalmist calling the Lord 
Shepherd, relishes that the rod and 
staff comfort the sheep. These were the 
tools of shepherding. The staff was 
common with all travellers for the 
purpose of safety and help but a 
shepherd’s staff is with a crook at the 
top of it (as you see in the picture of the 
Good Shepherd).  

It serves several practical 
purposes: Guiding sheep along safe 
paths Rescuing them from danger 
(like pulling them from crevices or 
redirecting them from cliffs) 
Defending the flock against predators 
Counting and inspecting the sheep. 

 This simple tool becomes a 
profound metaphor in Scripture, 
especially when used by God or His 
appointed leaders. 



 Parish Priest: 
Fr. Joby George VC 
 

Priest-In Residence: 
Fr Sebastian 
Mappilaparambil VC 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Caroline Allen 
 

Parish Manager: 
Gerard Antony 
 

Principal: 
Paul Sharp 
 

Child Safety Officer: 
Florida Nugara 
 

Catechist: 
Christina D’Couto  
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil …. 6.30pm  
Sunday….............. 9.15am 
………………… 11.00am 
Healing Mass ….  7.00pm 
 

Spanish Mass: 
Saturday 4.00pm  
 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday to Saturday 9.15am 
Wednesday 7.00pm 
 

Reconciliation: 
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.15am  
Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am 
 

Novena to Our Lady:  
Saturday 9.00am 
Wednesday 7.00pm 
 

Baptisms: Second Sunday 
 

Divine Kids Bible Class: 
Sunday 10.15am 
 

Parish Prayer Group: 
Tuesday 7.00pm-8.00pm 
 

Parish Halls Hire: 
Contact Parish Office 

CHILD SAFETY 
Holy Family Parish is committed to upholding the wellbeing, safety and dignity of each child 
and young person and ensuring that they are able to grow and develop in a caring and 
supportive environment in our Church. 

in God's deliverance of Israel: God asks Moses, “What is 
that in your hand?” When Moses replies, “A staff,” God 
transforms it into a serpent and back again, showing His 
power. (Exodus 4:2-4). Moses stretches out his staff over 
the Red Sea, parting the waters so Israel can escape from 
Egypt. (Exodus 14:16) The staff here is not merely a 
physical object—it becomes a symbol of divine authority. 
Through it, God performs miracles, judges Egypt, and 
leads His people. 

In the New Testament, Jesus identifies Himself 
as the Good Shepherd: “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” – John 
10:11. Though the staff is not explicitly mentioned here, 
the imagery is clear. Jesus is the one who guides, 
protects, and ultimately sacrifices Himself for the 
sheep. In Christian tradition, the shepherd’s staff 
becomes symbolic of Christ’s pastoral care, and His 
willingness to rescue the lost and lead the faithful. 

The image of the shepherd and staff carries over 
into the New Testament's view of church leadership. The 
Latin word pastor means shepherd. It is so symbolic for 
Jesus to say to Peter “feed my sheep” when entrusting 
the Church to him. All shepherds of our new times are 
called to pastor the sheep not like any shepherd but like 
the good shepherd. “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is 
under your care…” – 1 Peter 5:2  

The ‘crosier’ of a bishop also has foundations in 
the shepherd’s staff. And it has a deeper significance and 
symbolism. The bishop's staff mirrors the traditional 
shepherd’s crook, symbolizing the bishop's duty to 
guide, protect, and care for his spiritual flock. Just as a 
shepherd uses a staff to lead sheep, the bishop is called 
to: Lead the faithful in truth and righteousness, Guard 
against error or spiritual danger, and offer support 
and correction when needed. This directly echoes 
Jesus’ title as the Good Shepherd (John 10:11), and 
bishops are seen as His representatives on earth.  

Let us remember all our Shepherds in our prayer 
remembering His Promise: “I will give you shepherds 
after my own heart.” Jeremiah 3:15.             God bless us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Spouses contemplating separation  

We will be praying for this intention in every Holy 
Mass for this week. Please keep them in your 

personal Rosary and prayers.  

ALL SUNDAYS EXCEPT 1ST SUNDAYS 
After 9.15 am Holy Mass 

At Fellowship Hall  

CHILDREN’S BIBLE CLASS 

SOLEMNITY OF  
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 
PATRONESS OF AUSTRALIA 

 

24 
MAY 

In Preparation for Pentecost  
Starting on Friday 30th May  

after 9.15 am Holy Mass 
 

PENTECOST NOVENA & 
HOLY SPIRIT ROSARY 

“O God, who in your Divine Providence have bestowed on 
us Pope Leo XIV as the shepherd of your Church, we ask 

that you guide his hand in leading and unifying the 
faithful, keeping us always under your watchful care. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever 

and ever. Amen." 

PRAYER FOR POPE 
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READINGS 
 
SUNDAY  
Acts 14:21-27 
Ps 144: 8-13 
Rev 21:1-5 
Jn 13:31-35 
 
MONDAY  
Acts 14: 5-18 
Ps 113B:1-4; 15-16 
Jn 14:21-26  
 
TUESDAY  
Acts 14:19-28 
Ps 144:10-13,21 
Jn 14:27-31 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Acts 15:1-6 
Ps 121:1-5 
Jn 15:1-8 
 
THURSDAY  
Acts 15:7-21 
Ps 95:1-3,10  
Jn 15:9-11 
 
FRIDAY  
Acts 15:22-31 
Ps 56:8-12: R 
Jn 15:12-17 
 
SATURDAY  
OUR LADY, HELP OF 
CHRISTIANS 
Gen 3:9-15,20 
Ps 102:1-4,8-9,11-12 
Eph 3:14-19 
Lk 8:19-21 
 

WEEKLY PRAYER INTENTION 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 


