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Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)
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We have advanced two weeks into lent. I think it will be useful to
look back to the day when we began lent - Ash Wednesday, when we wore
sign of the cross with ashes on our forehead. Hope you remember the day.
Sign of the cross calls to our mind that first day we were signed with the
cross with the Oil of Chrism - our Baptism. The ashes on that day calls us
back to the origins: “you are dust, unto dust you shall return.” (Gen 3/19).

It is a time for us to come out of our hiding places. When we look
at the first sin we see hide and seek played by Adam and Eve with God.
After the first sin Adam and Eve hid themselves from God. God came in
search of his beloved children but they would not come out. This season
as it reminds us of “repent and believe in the Gospel” calls us to come out
of our hiding places that sin force us into. It’s also an invitation to get back
to walk with God as they used to in ‘the Garden’.




Something that Adam and Eve were finding
as an excuse not to come in front of God was that
they were naked. Till then the nakedness of the
body was not concerning all on a sudden it became
a problem for them they could not but think of their
body’s nakedness. We can come to the presence of
God only when we can think above our body.
Something that St. Paul reminds: “Are you so
foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now
ending with the flesh?” (Gal 3/3). The Lord is asking
us to reverse to come back to the Spirit.

This season of lent places a direct
importance to bodily abstinence be it food or our
likings or our pleasures etc along with spiritual
practices. And fittingly enough we started lent with
fasting.

This season calls for an initiative from us to
think more than the body. This for me, is a response
to God’s call “Adam where are you?” When I
abstain, fast I am telling my Lord, ‘Here I am Lord’.
I am ready for you, I don’t want hide from you. I am
turning from the creature to the creator. Let us look
at our Lenten observances as our response to Father
who invites us to come out from our hiding places
to walk with God.

God bless us. Fr. Joby George VC
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treatment for cancer

darch 25th

Confession and communion for Sick

and Home-bound parishioners
please contact the Parish Office to arrange for a
convenient day and time. Y,

PROJECT COMPASSION 2025
UNITE AGAINST POVERTY THIS LENT

Please take home a Project Compassion box or a
set of donation envelopes to support Caritas
Australia this Lenten season.

DIVINE RIDS
"WALK WITH JESUS TO CALVARY"

Lenten Retreat for Children and Teens' \

MAR 29 AND 30, 2025
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
100 POWER ROAD
DOVETON, VIC

*Food is provided. Enrolment is necessary.*
To enrol, please visit - www.divinekids.com.au



