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crushed by sadness?” The Pope said Jesus' call to vigilance and awareness 
extends to all of us as well. He suggested we reflect on our own lives and 
outlooks, whether we are letting ourselves be discouraged or crushed by the 
anxieties and worries of our lives and world situations, or if we have the 
faith and courage to lift our heads up to see the Lord who is our help and 
salvation 

The pontiff concluded with a stark warning about indifference to conflict, 
stating that “the quest for peace is the responsibility not of a few, but of all. 
If habituation and indifference to the horrors of war prevail, the whole, 
entire human family is defeated.” 

“If worries weigh down our hearts and induce us to close in on 
ourselves, Jesus, on the other hand, invites us to lift up our heads, 
to trust in His love that wants to save us and that draws close to 

us in every situation of our existence. He asks us to make room for 
Him in order to find hope again.” 

(Source: ANGELUS, Saint Peter's Square, Sunday, 1 December 2024) 

    

  

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 
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Jesus’ invitation is this: raise your 
head high and keep your hearts light 
and awake. Indeed, many of Jesus’ 
contemporaries, faced with the 
catastrophic events they saw 
happening around them – 
persecutions, conflicts, natural 
disasters – are gripped by anxiety be 
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Peace is a central theme of the Advent season but the 
main focus of the second week of Advent. The 
prophet Isaiah calls Jesus “the Prince of Peace” (Is 
9:6-7). When angels appeared to the shepherds, they 
ended their message by saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth “peace” to those on 
whom his favour rests” (Lk 2:14).  

St. Paul equals “peace” to Jesus. “He is our Peace, 
who has made us both one, and has broken down the 
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh 
the law of commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing 
the hostility to an end.” (Eph 2/14-16). Peace is 
through reconciliation. This points to Jesus’ sacrifice 
for healing the broken relationship with God the 
Father. This reminds us of John’s proclamation: 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the word!” (Jn 2/29).  

Sometimes we think peace is absence of troubles. 
Can we have a time when we don’t have a problem. 
Peace is rather presence of Christ in our moments of 
trouble. And peace comes when we do not repay evil 
for evil, but forgive. The story in 2 Kings 6/8-23, 
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reveals that when Israel gave up a chance to kill the 
enemy Syrians but prepared a banquet for them “The 
Syrians came no more on raid into the land of Israel.” 
(2Kings 6/23). This is the same teaching of Jesus: 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven.” (Mt. 5/44). 

The advent season calls for the celebration of Jesus our 
Peace. We too are called to be peacemakers (Mt. 5/9). 
Let us celebrate making peace with others. All 
unforgiveness, bitterness and hatred be healed by the 
peace of God. And let us try to be peacemakers. Let 
peace reign our thoughts, words and deeds. God bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

READINGS 
 
SUNDAY 
Baruch 5:1-9 
Ps 125 
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
 
MONDAY 
The IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION of the 
BLESSES VIRGIN 
MARY 
Gen 3:9-15, 20 
Ps 97:1-4 
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
TUESDAY 
Is 40:1-11 
Ps 95:1-3,10-13 
Mt 18:12-14 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Is 40:25-31 
Psalm 102:1-4,8,10 
Matthew 11:28-30 
 
THURSDAY 
Is 41:13-20 
Ps 144:1,9-13 
Matthew 11:11-15 
 
FRIDAY 
St Lucy, 
virgin,martyr 
Is 29:17-24 
Ps 26:1,4,13-14 
Matthew 9:27-31 
 
SATURDAY 
St. John of the 
Cross, priest, doctor 
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11 
Ps 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
Matthew 17:10-13 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25) 

Parish Office 
Opening Hours 

Tuesday to Friday 
9.30am to 1.30pm 

Presbytery T: (03) 97924317  |   School T: (03) 97911853 
Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au 
Parish E: doveton@cam.org.au 
Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com  
Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au 


