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The only thing that counts is falth worklng through love (Galahans 5:6)

1**Sunday of Advent
1% December 2024

“Advent is a journey towards

Bethlehem. May we let ourselves
be drawn by the light of God
made Man.” - Pope Francis

One of the most beautiful and
meaningful symbols of the season
: of advent is the Advent Wreath.
What do we notice first on the wreath? I presume ninety percent of us would
say the five candles (three purple, a pink and a white one larger than the
other four). That’s the most important part of the wreath. But, did we miss
or overlook something else within the wreath? What do you think about the
wreath itself; circular in shape and decorated with evergreen leaves and
flowers? Is it just for the looks of it?

Historically, the possible origin of the advent wreath goes back to pre-
Christian German culture. Their custom of lights during winter was in the
expectation of the return of sunlight. This is replicated within the advent
wreath ‘Christ, the Light’; “The true light” that enlightens every man (John
1/9). The word advent itself means ‘coming or approach or arrival’. One of
the most beautiful reflections I love about the candles lit each week is that
the light of Christ is growing around us. Each week the light is increasing.
Light symbolises the glory of God. The light of the glory of the lord is
dawning upon us as we approach Christmas Day. “And Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory
as of the only begotten Son from the Father.” (John 1/14).

The circular shape of the wreath represents eternity, reminding us of God’s
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infinite love and presence in our lives. “Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God.” (Psalm 90/2). In an ideal
sense we cannot find the beginning and the end of a
circle.

The materials of the Advent Wreath similarly lead us
to reflect on the everlasting nature of God;
traditionally, advent wreaths have been made of
evergreen leaves, such as pine or fir, which maintain
their green colour and stay fresh beyond the season.

The Journey

During the advent season, in the bible we can
identify few journeys: Mary’s visitation, Joseph and
Mary to Bethlehem, the journey of the Wise Men, the
shepherds’ journey to the manger, the escape to
Egypt, the return to Egypt, etc. We too are embarking
on our spiritual journey. In this season let us look at
the advent wreath as something that is inevitable for
an old school journey, a compass. A compass helps
us know where we are; points to the direction of the
destination; helps us plan our route; etc. In one word
the compass helps the traveller not to be lost. The
advent wreath, as a compass helps us to have right
direction in preparing to welcome Christ the Light.
In these weeks of preparation, we will reflect on
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

To make this season of reparation more meaningful
let us strive to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation before Christmas day and receive the
Eucharist as frequently as possible.

Jesus Bless us all.
Fr. Joby George.

CHILD SAFETY

Holy Family Parish is committed to upholding the wellbeing, safety and dignity of each child
and young person and ensuring that they are able to grow and develop in a caring and
supportive environment in our Church.




READINGS

SUNDAY

Jer 33:14-16

Ps 24:4-5,8-9,10,14

1 Thess 3:12-4:2
Luke 21:25-28,34-36

MONDAY

Is 2:1-5

Ps 121:1-2,4-5,6-9
Matthew 8:5-11

TUESDAY
St. Francis Xavier

Is 11:1-10
Ps 71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17
Luke 10:21-24

WEDNESDAY
Is 25:6-10

Psalm 22
Matthew 15:29-37

THURSDAY

1s 26:1-6

Ps 117:1,8-9,19-21,
25-27

Matthew 7:21, 24-27

FRIDAY

Is 29:17-24

Ps 26:1,4,13-14
Matthew 9:27-31

SATURDAY

St. Ambrose,
Bishop, Doctor

1s 30:19-21,23-26
Ps 146:1-6
Matthew 9:35-10:1,
6-8

CHRISTMAS CAROILS 2024}
Plecse Come Clongee.
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FRIDAY 7™ DECEMBER
7 PM =9 P
HOLY FAMILY COMMUNITY HALL

NB: Please bring a plate of finger foods to share

Holy Mass for the Sick and
the Home-bound
“Jesus, may your pure and healthy blood circulate in
my poor ailing organism, and may your pure and
healthy body transform my weak unhealthy body,
and may a healthy and vigorous life flow once again
within me, if it is truly your holy will. Amen.”
Consider this as a Christmas gift we can give
our beloved who are sick. @
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PRAYER INTENTION OF THE WEEK
For those who have lost all hope

We will be praying for them in every Holy Mass for this week.
Please keep them in your personal Rosary and prayers.
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Praise and

Piving Hustralia A
worship

First Friday
Service

6th December
6.45 PM

Holy Mass

Eucharistic
Adoration

VACANT POSITIONS

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE
Positions for suitably qualified and experienced applicants could be found
at: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Office
Opening Hours

Tuesday to Friday
9.30am to 1.30pm

Presbytery T: (03) 97924317 | School T: (03) 97911853
Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au
Parish E: doveton@cam.org.au

Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com
Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)



