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31% Sunday in Ordinary Time
3" November 2024

I AM THE RESURRECTION AND LIFE, DO YOU BELIEVE?

We are already into the month of November, started off with the solemnity of
All Saints followed by commemoration of all souls. And this month is
traditionally dedicated to pray for the departed souls. Are we people celebrating
death? No, we are not. Then what are we celebrating? We celebrate and
reaffirm our hope in the resurrection that our Lord Jesus promised. We are
people of the Resurrection. We celebrate our Lord who conquered and
destroyed death. We are celebrating our promise of eternal life. Here are a few
reflections that might help us to make this month spiritually more fruitful.

A Month of Healing

When we remember someone that has passed away from our families we are
speaking of a loss. Every loss is painful, it can bring loneliness, create a
vacuum, bring grief and can vary from person to person and it sometimes
creates a wound within us. When Lazarus died (John 11), the sisters, Martha
and Mary were sad and distressed. Many Jews were around them tried to
console them but they would run to Jesus for they knew only Jesus could do
something and real consolation would only come from him. Jesus knew that he
was going to resurrect Lazarus but He still wept with them.

We are all called to pray for our departed BBt b e e a e
ones and also to pray for all who are still JETFeeEeR e gy
carrying the sorrow of demise. We read and |SeeSssssyisvsss s
reflect on the following scripture verses: npon them: Moy 18
Revelation 21:4: “He will wipe away every [ESSsesme
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”

departed, through the

mercy of God, rest in

peace. Amen.
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Parish Manager:
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Principal:
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Catechist:
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Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil .... 6.30pm

Sunday........cc...... 9.15am
..................... 11.00am
Healing Mass .... 7.00pm

Spanish Mass:
Saturday 4.00pm

Weekday Masses:
Monday to Saturday 9.15am

Wednesday 7.00pm

Reconciliation:
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.15am
Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am

Novena to Our Lady:
Saturday 9.00am

Wednesday 7.00pm
Baptisms: Second Sunday

Divine Kids Bible Class:
Sunday 10.15am

Parish Prayer Group:
Tuesday 7.00pm-8.00pm

Parish Halls:
Available for hire —
Contact Parish Office

Holy Family Parish is committed to upholding the wellbeing, safety and dignity of each child
and young person and ensuring that they are able to grow and develop in a caring and
supportive environment in our Church.

Isaiah 25:8: “He will swallow up death forever; and
the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from
all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.”

A Month of Profession of Faith

What can we possibly do for the beloved ones
departed from us? This question is beautifully
answered by Jesus in his conversation with Martha
after the death of Lazarus. John 11:25-27, “Jesus said
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and life; he who
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do
you believe this?’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that
you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming
into the world.”” All we can do now is to profess our
faith for our departed loved ones. Jesus, I believe you
are Resurrection and Life. One of the most beautiful
professions of faith happens when we celebrate the
Holy Eucharist. It is there we profess the real
presence of Jesus who conquered death and is giving
us his Body and Blood for our eternal life. This
enables us to commend our beloved ones into the
hands of our resurrected Lord.

Reparation for Our Departed Ones

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1032 teaches
that praying for the dead has a purifying aspect to it.
"Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for
the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin."
(2 Maccabees 12:43-45). From the beginning the
Church has honoured the memory of the dead and
offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the
Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may
attain the beatific vision of God (Council of Lyons).
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READINGS

SUNDAY
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Psalm 18:2-4,47,51
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 12:28-34

MONDAY

Saint Charles
Borromeo, Bishop
Philippians 2:1-4
Psalm 131

Luke 14:12-14

TUESDAY
Philippians 2:5-11
Psalm 22:26-32
Luke 14:15-24

WEDNESDAY
Philippians 2:12-18
Psalm 27:1,4,13-14
Luke 14:25-33

THURSDAY
Philippians 3:3-8
Psalm 105:2-7
Luke 15:1-10

FRIDAY
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Psalm 122:1-5

Luke 16:1-8

SATURDAY
The Dedication of

the Lateran Basilica
Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12
Psalm 46:2-3,5-6,8-9
1 Corinthians 3:9-11,

16-17
John 2:13-22

The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences,
and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead.

Let us help and commemorate them. If Job's sons were
purified by their father's sacrifice, why would we doubt
that our offerings for the dead bring them some
consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have
died and to offer our prayers for them (Matthew 25:31-
46).

A Life Worthy of Hope

This month has an effect on our spiritual journey. John
5:28-29 gives us choice: “... those who have done
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil, to the resurrection of judgement.” This
month of November reminds us of the choice we have
to make while we are on the earth. We are dust and
unto dust we shall return (Genesis 3:19). Let the Holy
Spirit guide and lead us through life to eternal life.
Romans 8:11 says, "If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you."

And we pray, Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

God bless us all.
Fr. Joby George VC
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CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
DOVETON

Please pass the information to family and friends: HF
school opening its “After School Care Program”,
now in operation. This is an excellent service run by
the Melbourne Archdiocese Early Years Education
(the only provider that is run by a Catholic

organisation).




SAINT OF THE WEEK
4™ November: St. Charles Borromeo Bishop

(2 October 1538 — 3 November 1584) was the
Archbishop of Milan from 1564 to 1584. He was a
Leading figure of the Counter-Reformation combat
against the Protestant Reformation together with
Ignatius of Loyola and Philip Neri. In that role he was responsible for
significant reforms in the Catholic Church, including the founding of
seminaries for the education of priests. Charles Borromeo is the patron
saint of bishops, catechists and seminarians. On 1 November 1610, Pope
Paul V canonized Borromeo.

Please include 11 of our children receiving their First Holy Communion.
Let us make their day blessed with our prayers for them. We remember with
grateful heart all those who helped them to prepare for this day. God bless
them.

PRAYER INTENTION OF THE WEEK
FOR THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM ANXIETY DISORDERS.

We will be praying for them in every Holy Mass for this week. Please keep
them in your personal Rosary and prayers.

VACANT POSITIONS
CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE

Positions for suitably qualified and experienced applicants could be found
at: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Office Presbytery T: (03) 97924317 | School T: (03) 97911853
Opening Hours Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au

Tuesday to Friday Par%sh E: doveton@cam..org.au .

9.30am to 1.30pm Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com

Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)



