
    

  

HOLY FAMILY 

Doveton 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8th October 2023 
 
 WHY DO YOU REJOICE/WEEP?  

(Luke 10,17-24) 

Sermon of the Week, Saturday 7th October  

 

Each of us has a reason for our happiness or sorrow. The seventy 

disciples of Jesus returned with joy because ‘even the demons 

submitted to them’. They had been given the authority to heal the sick 

and cast out demons. Jesus told them “… do not rejoice at this, that the 

spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven" 

(V. 20). 

All the blessings that we enjoy and experience in this world today may 

come to end one day. But our relationship with God is for eternity. All 

blessings should connect us with heaven and eternity. The greatest joy 

is that we are created for eternity. Jesus asks, “For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?” (Mark 8,36). 

What are the reasons for our sorrows? Often the losses, failures and 

rejections of this world. The psalmist is crying because he lost the 

presence of God!! "It is my grief that the right hand of the Most High 

has changed" (Psalm 77,10).  

 “My tears have been my food day and night, while 

people say to me continually, "Where is your God?" 

(Psalm 42,3). 
 

Do we ever cry for God? 

Do we weep about our sins or for the salvation of 

soul? 

 

 

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 



 

VOICE TO PARLIAMENT 

The referendum on an Indigenous Voice to 

Parliament is happening next week on Saturday 14 

October. Australians of voting age will be required 

to write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on their ballot papers to 

express whether they agree or disagree with the 

proposed changes to the Constitution. The proposed 

change, if successful, would ‘alter the Constitution 

to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by 

establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islander Voice.’ 

The Australian Catholic bishops have written to all 

Catholics and asked them to educate themselves on 

the proposal before voting, framing this as a moral 

issue rather than a political one. On August 20th this 

year, the bishops released their annual social justice 

statement for 2023/2024 titled ‘Listen, Learn, Love’ 

on the topic of renewing our relationships as a 

Church with our Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islander brothers and sisters. 

The first section of the statement was offered to the 

National Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander 

Catholic Commission (NATSICC) who as 

Indigenous Catholics, share their desire to see a 

successful ‘Yes’ vote as they believe this will 

‘empower us to participate in the decisions that will 

make a difference for the better of our people (pg. 

12).’ 

The second section is from the Australian Catholic 

bishops who briefly explain the recent history of the 

Church’s love and support for Australia’s 

Indigenous community.  

Continue on the next page… 
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  They mention steps taken by the Church in recent 

history including reflecting on Pope Saint John Paul 

II’s historic address to Aboriginal and Torres 

Straight Islanders in 1986 when he said, ‘the Church 

herself in Australia will not be fully the Church that 

Jesus wants her to be until you have made your 

contribution to her life and until that contribution 

has been joyfully received by others.’ 

They also mention the 2019 Catholic Bishops 

Conference endorsement of the Uluru Statement 

from the Heart and their subsequent endorsement of 

the statement at the 2022 Australian Plenary 

Council. The bishops acknowledge the range of 

views in society about how to vote in the referendum 

and don’t seek to tell Australians how they should 

vote, they do however ask everyone to be educated 

about the referendum by seeking out information, 

especially from Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islanders. 

As well as the perspective of NATSICC in the first 

section of the social justice statement, they also share 

a link to the ‘One Journey, Together’ website 

(https://indigenousvoice.church/) as a resource to 

learn why NATSICC supports Indigenous 

recognition in the Constitution and the creation of a 

Voice to parliament. 

You can read the Australian Catholic Bishops 

statement using the link below or by searching for it 

online (search for ‘Catholic bishops social justice 

statements listen learn love’ online). 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/soci

al-justice-statement-2023-24/ 

Lindsay Sant 

 

 

READINGS 

 

SUNDAY 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:9,12-

16,19-20 

Philippians 4:6-9 

Matthew 21:33-43 

 

MONDAY 

Jonah 1:1-2:1,11 

Jonah 2:3-5,8 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

TUESDAY 

Jonah 3:1-10 

Psalm 130:1-4,7-8 

Luke 10:38-42 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Jonah 4:1-11 

Psalm 86:3-6,9-10 

Luke 11:1-4 

 

THURSDAY 

Malachi 3:13-20 

Psalm 1:1-4,6 

Luke 11:5-13 

 

FRIDAY 

Joel 1:13-15,2:1-2 

Psalm 9:2-3,6,16,8-9 

Luke 11:15-26 

 

SATURDAY 

Joel 4:12-21 

Psalm 97:1-2,5-6,11-

12 

Luke 11:27-28 

https://indigenousvoice.church/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/


 

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25) 

HOLY MASS ON WEDNESDAY 

The Wednesday 9.15am Mass has resumed. 

The Wednesday 7.00pm Novena and Mass will continue as usual. 
 

PUBLIC ROSARY PROCESSION 

As in previous years, the Holy Family Public 

Rosary Procession will take place on 

Saturday 14th October, preceded by the 9.15 

am Holy Mass. Blessing with the Fatima 

Statue will take place at the conclusion of the 

procession in the parish car park.  You are 

invited to Morning Tea in the Small Hall 

which will follow. Please do invite your 

friends and family to join this annual event.  
 

NIGHT OF THE WITNESSES 

22 November 2023, 7pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Aid to the Church in Need invites you to an evening of prayer, 

testimony, song, adoration and reflection to honour the witness of 

twelve recent Christian martyrs and to stand in solidarity with 

Christians all over the world who are suffering persecution for their 

faith in Jesus Christ. Archbishop Peter Comensoli will preside and 

His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph Absi of the Melkite Greek Catholic 

Church will be one of the international guest speakers who will share 

personal testimony of persecution for the faith. 

We hope you will join us. For more information please 

visit: www.aidtochurch.org/notw 
 

 
Parish Office 

Opening Hours 

Tuesday to Friday 

9.30am to 1.30pm 

Presbytery T: (03) 97924317  |   School T: (03) 97911853 

Parish W: holyfamilydoveton.org.au 

Parish E: doveton@cam.org.au 

Parish Manager E: hfparishmanager@gmail.com  

Child Safety E: holyfamilycso@cam.org.au 

 

http://www.aidtochurch.org/notw
https://holyfamilydoveton.org.au/
mailto:doveton@cam.org.au
mailto:hfparishmanager@gmail.com
mailto:holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

