HOLY FA Y
DOVETON

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6)

12T SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
25" June 2023

CALLED TO SOMETHING HIGHER: THE ORIGINS OF WORLD
YOUTH DAY

In 1984, Pope John Paul Il was shocked and delighted to find that more
than 250,000 young people had flocked to the streets of Rome. In 1983-84,
the Church was celebrating the Holy Year of Redemption, marking 1,950
years since the death and resurrection of Christ, and for Palm Sunday he
had invited young people to gather in celebration. About 60,000 had been
expected; nobody anticipated the vast crowd that would turn out.

This experience is widely recognised as having set the stage for World
Youth Day. The pope reissued the invitation the following year, and this
time more than 300,000 came to Rome. On 20 December 1985, impressed
by the openness and willingness of young people to embrace their faith, he
announced the institution of World Youth Day—an opportunity for
pilgrimage to various locations around the world, and to discover and
witness to the truth, goodness and beauty of Jesus Christ.

It’s fair to say that Pope John Paul Il recognised a spiritual hunger in these
young people. They had flocked to Rome in such large numbers because
they were searching for something more.

Because of this, the pope’s messages to young people for a long time were
remarkably similar. He drummed a consistent beat, and it was a message
that is as relevant today as it was then: that we are made for more than
what the world offers. We are called to more.

“The world in which we are living is shaken by crises of various kinds,
among which one of the most dangerous is the loss of the meaning of life,’
he told youth in 1988, announcing the third ever World Youth Day. ‘Many
of our contemporaries have lost the true meaning of life ...
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In the midst of this crisis of meaning, he pointed to
Jesus. In following Jesus, we find ‘the only project for a
truly successful and happy life. This is also the one
source that gives the deepest meaning to life.’

The problem, as he saw it, was not only our material
abundance, which can easily distract us from searching
for the true meaning of life. It was also an overarching
philosophy he referred to as ‘materialism’. Materialism
is the idea that the world is made up only of physical
stuff, and that spirituality and religion are dreams—or,
worse, delusions that hinder true human flourishing.
But there is something about being human that doesn’t
square with this philosophy. There are values we hold,
realities of life, that are so much more than physical.
One of these—perhaps the most important—is love.
And our experience of love points the way to the
deepest truth there is: that we were created by a divine
Love, to give our lives in love.

‘Since man can neither live nor understand himself
without love, | want to appeal to you to grow in
humanity, to give absolute priority to the values of the
spirit,” the pope said in 1987, ‘by increasingly
recognising and accepting the presence of God in your
life: the presence of a God who is Love; of a Father who
loves each one of us for the whole of eternity’.

His message to young people was also consistent in
recognising this call to love as a demand, a challenge. In
the same way that resurrection came only through the
cross, true happiness comes only through the gift of
self—to God and to one another.

‘The building of a civilisation of love requires strong
and persevering characters, ready for self-sacrifice,” he
said in 1988.

It is also an adventure:

“Yours is an age of many important discoveries ... Now,
among these many discoveries there must not be lacking
one that is of fundamental importance for every human
being: the personal discovery of Jesus Christ.
Discovering Christ, always again and always more
fully, is the most wonderful adventure of our life.”
(Fourth WYD in Santiago de Compostela, 1989).
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READINGS

SUNDAY

Jeremiah 20:10-13
Psalm 69:8-10,14,17,
33-35

Romans 5:12-15
Matthew 10:26-33

MONDAY
Genesis 12:1-9
Psalm 33:12-13,18-
20,22

Matthew 7:1-5

TUESDAY
Genesis 13:2,5-18
Psalm 15:2-5
Matthew 7:6,12-14

WEDNESDAY

Saint Irenaeus
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
Psalm 105:1-4,6-9
Matthew 7:15-20

THURSDAY

Saints Peter and Paul,
Apostles

Acts 3:1-10

Psalm 19:2-5
Galatians 1:11-20

John 21:15-19

FRIDAY

Genesis 17:1,9-10,15-
22

Psalm 128:1-5
Matthew 8:1-4

SATURDAY
Genesis 18:1-15
Luke 1:46-50,53-55
Matthew 8:5-17

This call to discover Jesus as the deepest meaning of
our lives is a timeless message. It is also at the heart
of Pope John Paul II’s vision for World Youth Day.
Pope Benedict XV1 took up this message, as has Pope
Francis. And every pilgrim attending World Youth
Day this year is invited to go on the adventure and to
discover Jesus anew for themselves.

Source: https://melbournecatholic.org/news/called-to-
something-higher-the-origins-of-world-youth-day

SAINT OF THE WEEK

28t June: Saint Irenaeus,
Bishop, Doctor, Martyr
29t June: Saints Peter and
Paul, Apostles

“The glory of God
is man fully alive.”

St Irenaeus

THE PRECEPTS OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy
days of obligation.

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year.

3. You shall humbly receive your Creator in Holy
Communion at least during the Easter season.

4. You shall keep holy the holy days of obligation.

5. You shall observe the prescribed days of fasting
and abstinence.

Note: The faithful also have the duty of providing
for the material needs of the Church, each according
to his abilities. (Catholic Catechism: 2041-2043)

The Holy Days of Obligation (Australia)

1. Every Sunday

2. Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(15" August)

3. Christmas Day (25" December)
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SACRAMENT OF SACRAMENT OF HOLY

CONFIRMATION EUCHARIST
Classes will be held on Wednesday | Classes will be held on Thursday
4.00 pm in Small Hall. 4.00 pm in the Small Hall.

Please register with the Parish Office or contact the Parish Catechists.

YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group will be meeting at the new day and time of Sundays at 10.15am
beginning this Sunday, 25" June 2023.

PARISH EVENTS
23" June — Hosting Dandenong Deanery Priests” Luncheon.
29" June — Finance Committee Meeting.

34 July — Hosting Malayalee Priests Gathering.

ST. ELIZABETH’S PARISH DINNER DANCE
Date: 16" September 2023 Time: 7pm
111 Bakers Road, Noble Park North
Band: NEXT GENERATION
Banquet Dinner: SILVER PLATTER CATERING
ADULTS: $50  CHILDREN UNDER 15yrs: $25

For Tickets Please Contact:
Joseph Nayna 0470525498

Suresh Fernando 0404024757 Alice Peters 0413999898
Adrian Cooke 0422649985 Lyndon Samuel 0411846855
Clyde Pereira 0407543561 Greg Ferreira 0411626727
Agnelo Miranda 0470130041 Rafik Martin0413458328

Parish Office Hours Telephones Parish Website/Email
Monday ...... 9am-1lam Presbytery 97924317 holyfamilydoveton.org.au
Wednesday ...9am-12 pm  School = 97911853 doveton@cam.org.au
Friday ........9am-12pm  Child Safety Email ... holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)
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