HOLY FAMILY
DOVETON

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6)

PALM SUNDAY
2" April 2023

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS ON PALM SUNDAY
(THE PASSION OF THE LORD) 2022

On Calvary, two ways of thinking collided. In the Gospel, the words of the
crucified Jesus are in sharp contrast with the words of those who crucified
him. The latter keep saying: “Save yourself”. The leaders of the people said: “Let
him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One” (Lk 23:35). The
soldiers said the same thing: “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself” (v.
37). Finally, one of the criminals, echoing their words, said to him: “Are you not
the Christ? Save yourself” (v. 39). Save yourself. Take care of yourself. Think of
yourself. Not of others, but only of your own well-being, your own success, your
own interests: your possessions, your power, your image. Save yourself. This is
the constant refrain of the world that crucified the Lord. Let us think about it.

Against this self-centred mindset is God’s way of thinking. The mantra “save
yourself” collides with the words of the Saviour who offers his self. Like his
adversaries, Jesus speaks three times in today’s Gospel (cf. vv. 34.43.46). Yet he
did not claim anything for himself; indeed, he did not even defend or justify
himself. He prayed to the Father and offered mercy to the good thief. One of his
words, in particular, marked the difference with regard to the mantra “save
yourself”’. He said: “Father, forgive them” (v. 34).

Let us reflect on the Lord’s words. When did he say
them? At a very specific moment: while he was being
crucified, as he felt the nails piercing his wrists and
feet. Let us try to imagine the excruciating pain he
suffered. At that moment, amid the most searing
physical pain of his Passion, Christ asked forgiveness
for those who were piercing him. At times like that, we
would scream out and give vent to all our anger and
suffering. But Jesus said: Father, forgive them.

Continue on next page...
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There, as he was being crucified, at the height of his pain,
Jesus himself obeyed the most demanding of his
commandments: that we love our enemies. Let us think
about someone who, in our own lives, injured, offended or
disappointed us; someone who made us angry, who did not
understand us or who set a bad example. How often we
spend time looking back on those who have wronged

us! How often we think back and lick the wounds that
other people, life itself and history have inflicted on

us. Today, Jesus teaches us not to remain there, but to
react, to break the vicious circle of evil and sorrow. To
react to the nails in our lives with love, to the buffets of
hatred with the embrace of forgiveness. As disciples of
Jesus, do we follow the Master or do we follow our own
desire to strike back? This is a question we have to ask
ourselves. Do we follow the Master or not?

If we want to test whether we truly belong to Christ, let us
look at how we behave toward those who have hurt

us. The Lord asks us to respond not as we feel, or as
everyone else does, but in the way he acts toward us. He
asks us to break out of the mindset that says: “I will love
you if you love me; I will be your friend if you are my
friend; I will help you if you help me”. Rather, we are to
show compassion and mercy to everyone, for God sees a
son or a daughter in each person. He does not separate us
into good and bad, friends and enemies. We are the ones
who do this, and we make God suffer. For him, all of us
are his beloved children, children whom he desires to
embrace and forgive. Just as in the parable of the wedding
feast, where the father of the groom sends his servants into
the streets and says: “Invite everybody: white, black, good
and bad, everybody, the healthy, the sick, everybody...”
(cf. Mt 22:9-10). The love of Jesus is for everyone;
everyone has the same privilege: that of being loved and
forgiven. Source: https://www.vatican.va/
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'And be sure that you are cheerful. I'd
rather you eat three eggs and be
cheerful than not eat any eggs and be a
grouch ... Doing without food is not
your penance - if it gives everybody

\ else a penance.”

Mother
Angelica




READINGS
SUNDAY

Isaiah 50:4-7

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18,
19-20, 23-24
Philippians 2:6-11
Matthew 26:14 — 27:66

MONDAY

Isaiah 42:1-7
Psalm 27:1-3,13-14
John 12:1-11

TUESDAY

Isaiah 49:1-6

Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17
John 13:21-33,36-38

WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22,
31, 33-34

Matthew 26:14-25

HOLY THURSDAY
Exodus 12:1-8;11-14

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-15

GOOD FRIDAY
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42

HOLY SATURDAY
Genesis 1:1-2:2
Genesis 22:1-18
Exodus 14:15-15:1
Isaiah 54:5-14

Isaiah 55:1-11
Baruch 3:9-15,32-4:4
Ezekiel 36:16-17a,18-
28

Romans 6:3-11
Matthew 28:1-10

LIKE ST. PAUL, CHANGE YOUR LIFE AND BECOME
A'NEW CREATURE'
(Pope Francis’s Wednesday General Audience on 29 Mar 2023)

Change your life now, by letting Jesus change you, and
become a new creature, as St. Paul did. It is never too late
to start over, and that requires knowing where Jesus is in
our lives. Pope said that when Jesus enters St. Paul's life,
everything changes, he "converted" his zeal from the Law
to the Gospel.

The Pope noted that Saul's zeal first wanted to destroy the
Church, but later he would build it up.

“We can ask ourselves: what happened? What has
changed in Paul? In what sense was his zeal, his drive
for the glory of God transformed?”

St. Thomas Aquinas, Pope Francis recalled, teaches that
passion, morally speaking, is neither good nor bad: its
virtuous use makes it morally good, sin makes it bad.

“In Paul's case, what changed him was not a mere
idea or conviction: it was the encounter with the Risen
Lord that transformed his whole being.”

Paul's humanity, passion for God and glory, the Holy
Father said, 1s "not annihilated," "but transformed,
‘converted' by the Holy Spirit," and "so for every aspect of
his life."

Just as it happens in the Eucharist, where the bread and
wine do not disappear, but become the Body and Blood of
Christ, the Pope said, Paul's zeal remains, but becomes the
zeal of Christ.

The Holy Father stressed that Jesus concretely can
transform us and our lives, if we let Him.

St. Paul himself said: 'So whoever is in Christ is a new
creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new
things have come."

“Passion for the Gospel is not a question of
understanding or studies, which are useful but do not
generate it; rather, it means going through that same
experience of "fall and resurrection” that Saul/Paul
lived and that is at the origin of the transfiguration of
his apostolic drive.”

The Holy Father remembered that Paul himself said how
Christ's love changes us and can change our lives forever.

Souce: https://www.vaticannews.va/ By Deborah Castellano Lubov




HOLY WEEK SERVICES

English Service

15t April: 6.30pm (Vigil)
2nd April: 10.00am (With Solemn Procession) and
7.00pm

6" April: 7.00pm Mass of the Lord's Supper
\eneration

7™ April: 10.00am Stations of the Cross
3.00pm Passion of the Lord

Holy Saturday: 8™ April 7.00pm Easter Vigil Service
Easter Sunday: 9™ April Holy Mass 9.15am & 11.00am

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

Tuesday 4" April

10.00am — 11.00am &
6.30pm — 8.30pm
Wednesday 5™ April

6.30pm-8.30pm
Holy Thursday 6" April
8.00am-9.00am
Good Friday 7™ April
11.00am-12.30pm

Palm Sunday
1t April — 4.00pm (Vigil Mass)

Maundy Thursday
6" April — Holy Mass 9.30pm

Veneration
~ Good Friday
7% April — Way of the Cross
and Passion of the Lord — 5.30pm

Easter Service:
8" April — Easter Vigil — 9.30pm

oth April — 7.30am

‘,;, No 7.00pm Healing Mass on Easter Sunday and Divine Mercy Sunday.

Parish Office Hours Telephones

Parish Website/Email

Monday ...... 9am-l1lam  Presbytery 97924317 holyfamilydoveton.org.au
Wednesday ...9am-12 pm  School = 97911853 doveton@cam.org.au
Friday ........9am-12pm  Child Safety Email ... holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)




