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POPE BENEDICT XVI 

The Church mourns the passing of the 256th Pontiff, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI at 

the age of 95 years. 

Joseph Ratzinger was born on 16 April 1927 in Bavaria the southern part of 

Germany with a great Catholic tradition. At the end of World war II, he was a 

teenager. Graced with a brilliant intellect, he studied philosophy and theology at the 

University of Munich and was ordained a priest on 29 June 1951. 

Having obtained a doctorate in theology in 1953 subsequently as university 

professor he taught fundamental theology, dogma, dogmatic theology and the 

history of dogma at various institutions. 

At a very young age Cardinal Frings brings him as a theological expert to Vatican II 

at which he plays a major role in dialogue with other attendees and helps to write 

the major papers of that Council. At the Council he meets the future Pope John Paul 

II and they mutually recognise in each other kindred spirits. Having been created 

and proclaimed a Cardinal by Pope Paul VI on 27 June 1977, in 1981 he was 

appointed Prefect of the Congregation of the Faith and later also became President 

of the Biblical Commission and of the Pontifical International Theological 

Commission. Elected Pope in 2005 as successor to Pope John Paul II he establishes 

himself as a theologian par excellence, a great intellect and is globally seen as the 

enforcer of traditional Roman Catholic doctrine. Some eight years later, he broke 

with almost 600 years of tradition by resigning from the papacy and then lived for 

nearly a decade behind Vatican walls as a retired pope. He has written more than 60 

books countless essays encyclicals and delivered innumerable homilies speeches, 

etc.  

He lived his episcopal motto as Archbishop namely “Fellow worker in the Truth” 

Having left an indelible, profound and far-reaching impact on Catholicism, on 

doctrine and Catholic influence globally on the secular world on his passing Pope 

Benedict XVI finds his friendship that he so longed for with the Lord on Saturday 

31 December 2022. 

He was buried on Thursday 5 January 2023. 

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 
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Sunday Masses:  

Saturday Vigil …. 6.30pm  

Sunday….............. 9.30am 

………………… 11.00am 

Healing Mass ….  7.00pm 

 

Spanish Mass: 

Saturday 4.00pm  

 

Weekday Masses:              

Everyday 9.15am 

 

Reconciliation: 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.15am  

Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am 

 

Novena to Our Lady:  

Saturday 9.00am 

 

Baptisms: Second Sunday 

 

Divine Kids Bible Class: 

Sunday 10.30am 

 

Parish Prayer Group: 

Tuesday 7pm-8pm in the 

Big Hall 

 

Parish Halls: 

Available for hire – 

Contact Parish Office 

AUSTRALIAN’S PARTICIPATION IN GLOBAL 

SYNOD OF BISHOPS 

About 80 groups consisting of some 750 Australians 

took up the invitation to reflect on the October 2022 

Working Document for the Continental Stage of the 

global synod on synodality. 

 

Two further assemblies of the Synod of Bishops have 

been set for October 2023. 

 

One of the central common themes that emerged in 

the reflection on that October 2022 Working 

Document is a continual desire for a Church that 

reaches out to those on the margins. 

 

In response to the invitation to identify challenges and 

priorities for the Church. Participants recognised as 

priorities inclusion, equality and hopes for more 

collaborative leadership, greater formation, 

communities of belonging and engagement and a 

Church that evangelises. 

 

The Working Document for the Continental stage 

offers an honest critique of the Church and the current 

life of the faithful. 

 

Similarly:” Our Australian report …captures that 

apparent tension, outlining where people see the need 

for change and where they desire a holding firm to 

some of the church’s practices, teachings and 

tradition…. The document does not sugar-coat the 

challenges and the difficulties, including the 

polarisation of some within the Church, the drift from 

religious practice and the disillusionment of many 

over issues like the abuse crisis”  

 

Four bishops conferences of Oceania submitted 

reports on the Working Document for the Continental 

Stage. For the Australian report refer to 

www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch[http://wwwcatho

lic.org.au/synodalchurch] 

 

 

 

 



  READINGS 

 

SUNDAY 

The Epiphany of the 

Lord 

Is 60:1-6  
Ps 71:1-2,7-8,10-13 
Eph 3:2-3,5-6  
Mt 2:1-12 

 

MONDAY 

The Baptism of the 

Lord 
Is 42:1-4,6-7  

Ps 28:1-4,9-10 

Mt 3:13-17 
 

TUESDAY 

Heb 2:5-12  
Ps 8:2,5-9 
Mt 1:21-28 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Heb 2:14-18 
Ps 104:1-4,6-9 
Mk 1:29-39 

 

THURSDAY 

Heb: 3:7-14 
Ps 94:6-11 

Mk 1:40-45 

 

FRIDAY 

Heb 4:1-5,11 

Ps 77:3-4,6-8 
Mk 2:1-12 

 

SATURDAY 

Heb 4:12-16  
Ps 18:8-10 
Mk 2:13-17 

 

 

MELBOURNE VISIT OF UNDERSECRETARY OF 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF SYNOD OF 

BISHOPS  

 

Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ will be visiting 

Melbourne in late January and will lead a 

conversation on journeying together as the Church 

both universally and locally at the end of January 

2023. 

 

She was appointed by Pope Francis in 2019 as 

Consultor to the Synod of Bishops and to her 

current role in 2021. She is the first woman to hold 

this position at the Vatican and the first woman to 

have voting rights on the Synod. 

 

She has made significant contributions to the Synod 

on Young people in 2018 and the Synod on the Pan-

Amazon Region in 2019.In 2022 BBC named her as 

one of “100 inspiring and influential women around 

the world” and by the New York times as one of 

“10 women leaving their mark on the world”  

 

In commenting on the process of synodality she 

notes that “the Church is people walking together: 

everyone has a role. Nobody should be set aside. 

We are together, the Church, the people of God, all 

of us-bishops, men, women, lay people, religious, 

married, single, children-baptised. So, we all have 

to be protagonists of the mission of the Church” 

 

Whilst in Australia she will be speaking at a number 

of events in Melbourne, Parramatta, Sydney and 

Adelaide. 

 
“Each of us is the result of a thought 

of God. Each of us is willed, each of us 

is loved, each of us is necessary.” 

Pope 

Benedict 

XVI 



 

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, and all the more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25) 

Parish Office Hours Telephones Parish Website/Email 

Monday ……9am-11am 

Wednesday ...9am-12 pm 

Friday ……...9am-12pm 

Presbytery 97924317 

School       97911853 

Child Safety Email ... 

holyfamilydoveton.org.au 

doveton@cam.org.au 

holyfamilycso@cam.org.au  
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

The word Epiphany comes from the Greek word epiphanaeia meaning 

appearance, to reveal or manifestation and refers to the manifestation 

/revelation of Jesus Christ to the world. In the Eastern Orthodox church this 

feast is referred to as Theophany i.e. a revelation of God to man. 

Epiphany also means mystery of the manifestation of the Second person of 

the Trinity to all people. 

Epiphany is one of the oldest feasts we have. Originally Epiphany 

celebrates the revelation that Jesus was the Son of God – by the Nativity the 

Father is revealed to us through the Son -and primarily focuses on this 

revelation to the Three Wise men’( to whom Jesus is revealed as King 

hence the gift of Gold, Divine Priest hence the gift of frankincense and as 

man hence the gift of myrrh used in burials)  but also on Jesus baptism in 

the Jordan river through which the whole Trinity is revealed and the 

manifestation of his divinity at the wedding at Cana. The changing of water 

into wine reveals Jesus divinity. 

The Epiphany signifies the calling of the chosen few like the Three Wise 

Men and significantly is an invitation to anyone and everyone around the 

world to follow Christ. For the first time, God was physically present for 

people on Earth through His son, no longer just a voice in the wilderness. 

By the Nativity, the visit of the Three Wise men, Jesus Baptism and the 

Wedding feast at Cana God revealed the basis of our faith. 

Now the Nativity is celebrated with its own feast namely Christmas, and the 

Epiphany is the last day of Christmas. Epiphany is now linked to the Three 

Wise Men. The baptism of our Lord is moved to a separate day and so too 

is the wedding feast at Cana. 
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