HOLY FAMILY
DOVETON

The only thing that counts is faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6)

Parish Priest:
Fr. Prince Joseph VVC
(John Prince)

Parish Secretary:
Maureen Goonewardena

Parish Manager:
Wilfred D’Couto

Acting Principal:
Pauline Moran

Parish Bulletin:
David Naidoo
Anthony Wong

Child Safety Officer:
Bernadette Saubolle

Sunday Masses:

Saturday Vigil .... 6.30pm
Sunday................. 9.30am
..................... 11.00am
Healing Mass .... 7.00pm

Spanish Mass:
Saturday 4.00pm

Weekday Masses:
Everyday 9.15am

Reconciliation:
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.15am
Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am

Novena to Qur Lady:
Saturday 9.00am

Baptisms: Second Sunday

Divine Kids Bible Class:
Sunday 10.30am

Parish Prayer Group:
Tuesday 7pm-8pm in the
Big Hall

Parish Halls:
Available for hire —
Contact Parish Office

OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Year A - 1%t January 2023

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION / VOLUNTEERS DAY

On 27 the December in thanksgiving for the contributions of past volunteers and in
anticipation of the offerings of new participants to the life of our parish Mass was
concelebrated by our parish priest Fr John Prince, the longest serving previous parish
priest Fr Michael Shadbolt and the current pastor of our Spanish community Fr Gesner
followed by a dinner for all volunteers.

Fr M Shadbolt humorously gave a pithy historical outline of contributions made by
volunteers and paid specific homage to contributions made by various individuals
whom he identified by name as major contributors that underpinned the great faith that
remains and revitalises our parish community. He extolled the virtues of prayer and
faith that continues to characterise our community of the faithful as a beacon and centre
of excellence sustaining our parish and as the imperatives for continual growth and
essential ingredients for our continued existence as a parish. He urged us to continue
our faith and prayer-based worship and especially commended the major contributions
made by his successors and the retreats conducted by many priests from India over the
years. Especially Fr Shadbolt was pleased by the major growth in prayer-based faith
inspired by those priests who have followed him.

At the thanksgiving dinner the contributions of many were lauded and in recognition of
their efforts, gifts were handed to them. Fr Prince announced the roles of the many new
volunteers who will continue to promote and enhance the growth of faith and prayer in
our parish.

Fr Prince is to be commended for his insight into the need to promote fellowship and
for taking practical steps to developing relationships as between volunteers. This is the
first time a VVolunteers Day is celebrated to practically create opportunities for building
relationships by fellowship as the basis for strengthening our community of the faithful
known as the Holy Family Parish.

In his Homily at the Thanksgiving Mass Fr Prince showed how every parishioner has
different talents and skills and how every volunteer is able to and will contribute in
various and diverse manners in the wide range of ministries to build relationships on
which our community of the faithful is founded and will flourish. In encouraging
participation by all parishioners, the very core group of our parish has been enlarged
offering opportunities to everyone to own responsibility for the vibrancy and very life
and continued existence of our parish. This inclusiveness opens the path for the
continual revitalisation, spiritual prayerful and faith-based evangelisation by and
through which we live and attest to the Gospel in our daily lives.

Parish priest’s invitation to all is both inspirational and aspirational enabling and
empowering all parishioners’ opportunities to directly involve themselves in the life,
direction and future of Holy Family Parish. Fr Prince extends a heartfelt thanks and
gratitude to all those volunteers who have served our parish so well in the past and he
has expressed the desire to ensure the annual Mass of Thanksgiving and dinner for
volunteers will become part of our tradition.

Some photographs of the joyous celebrations in thanksgiving are the precursors to a
reinvigorated and strengthened parish.




e Wi

res

Holy Family Parish
Doveton
Thanksgiving
Celebration
27 Dec 2022




NEW VOLUNTEERS OF HOLY FAMILY

Parish Leadership Team (PLT)
Wilfred D’Couto (Parish Manager)

Philip Pereira (Finance Committee Chair)
Vina Fernandes (Volunteers Coordinator)

Catechists
Christina D’ Couto

Piety Stall
Nasim Jacob

TWG Coordinator
Lindsay Sant

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Youth Group Website
Wilfred D’ Couto Reuben Jose Alain Tranquille
Deacon - Mario Pablo Chavez Stephanie de Niese | David Naidoo
G'e e s Prayer Group Altar Flower Arrangement
Lindsay Sant .

o X Sajan Jose Beryl Lazer
Philip Pereira
David Naidoo Parish Bulletin Cleaner
Vina Fernandes David Naidoo Joseph Daly
Reuben Sajan . .

. . . Heinz Vallonthaiel

Maria Quaremba (Spanish Community)
Finance Council Counting Maintenance Committee

Philip Pereira (Chair)
Richard Rodrigo
Annabel Selda

Maya Mendonca

Wilfred D’Couto
Christina D’Couto
Richard Rodrigo

Rico Fernandes
Jean Claude
Paul Richardson
Brian Garrad

Sacristans
Lynette Francis
Gerald D’Cruz
Mirella De Silva
Yvonne Borgonah

Legion of Mary
Nancy Johnson

Ladies club
Christine Joseph
Jasmine VVroomen

Bus Drivers
Antony Beck
Vincent

Child Safety Committee
Bernadette Saubolle CSO
Christina D’ Couto
Florida Nugara

Peter Louis

Stephanie de Niese

Mens club
Antony Beck

Altar Boys
Augustine
Feegrado

On behalf of the parish and personally Fr Prince
expressed his gratitude and heartfelt thanks to
past volunteers who have so selflessly contributed
to our parish. Similarly, he warmly welcomes
those whom he has announced as the new
volunteers and commends both past and incoming
volunteers for acclaiming the gospels through
their practical participation in parish life.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH FEAST DAY, 30™ Dec.

On 30 December our parish celebrated the Holy Family Feast day. After a Mass of
thanksgiving parishioners gathered in the small hall to enjoy refreshments after the
cutting of the cake in keeping with the spirit of thanksgiving and celebration.

Again the gathering strengthened the relationships on which our community of the
faithful is based and inspired by the Holy family consisting of Mary who immediately
embraced the grace communicated to her by the Angel (“Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to thy word” Lk 1:38), St Joseph who righteously
obeyed without question each time when God’s plan was revealed to him (“Joseph
awoke up from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.” Matt 1:24 ...
“then Joseph got up and took the child and his mother ...” Matt 2:14; Matt 2:21) and
Jesus who was only concerned about Father’s business (Lk 2:49). Let our families be

inspired by the Holy Family.
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READINGS
ARE YOU A PARISHIONER OF HOLY FAMILY PARISH?
Everyone who attends Mass at HFP is not necessarily a parishioner. To become a
SUNDAY parishioner please register your details by providing your full names physical and
MARY THE HOLY (where you have one) email addresses contact telephone number with our Parish
MOTHER OF GOD Office. It would be helpful to do so at the start of the new calendar year.
Num: 6:22-27 For current parishioners please update your contact details if they have changed with
Ps 66:2-3.5 6.8 the Parish Office.
Gal 4:4-7 Like all organisations and facilities upkeep and maintenance requires ongoing
Lk 2:16-21 funding. Parishioners are urged to the extent of their ability to also register with our
: thanksgiving campaigns.
MONDAY LET THE CHILDREN COME TO THE CHURCH (Cf. Luke 2:22-35)
Sts Basil the Great and Jesus’ parents Joseph and Mary brought child Jesus to the temple because ‘every first-
G Nazi born male shall be designated as holy to the Lord.” This boy was lost one day but he
Pl S sl e was found in the temple and he says to his parents “Did you not know that | must be
1Jn 2:22-28 in my father’s house?” When he became adult he said “Let the children come to me.”
Ps 97:1-4 Children must be brought to the temple/church by their parents. Let them occupy the
Jn 1:19-28 front row pews. They are attracted to the statues, decorations, hymns, people, priest
and altar servers and excited about their vestments.
TUESDAY They will only understand in a childlike manner and will not fully understand what is
— preached but if they are not brought to church as children and at their tender ages by
1Jn 2:29-3:6 the time they reach the age of understanding or adulthood or when they are able to
Ps 97:1,3-6 comprehend what is preached and taught by the church they are likely no longer to be
Jn 1:29-34 in the church.
Have we put in place many restrictions? Yes, we have. Why? Because our parish has
WEDNESDAY a deplorable past’!! Of course, that should not have happened. Our children must be
1Jn 3:7-10 protected - no doubt. Child Safety underpins all that we do.
Ps 97:1.7-9 But why can’t we create a new history? Should we put some people and situations,
o under the shadow of doubt without any reason only because of ‘history? Do we have
Jn 1:36-42 to burn the house to smoke out the rats? We grow and learn from our past experiences
and ensure that we prevent what unacceptably previously occurred.
THURSDAY | was an altar boy. We had good relationship with our parish priests. After Holy Mass
1Jn3:11-21 we gathered to play caroms. He took us for outings, for the feasts of other parishes on
Ps 99 his bike (only the priest had a bike then)
Jn 1:43-51 Still I can see the burning candles, | can feel the fragrance of incense that | had
experienced in childhood while attending adoration as an altar boy. My mom took me
FRIDAY to the priest for blessing before important examinations. All these helped me to love
e the church and the priests.
Ll 5'_5-13 Children are precious. They are gifts of God (Psalm 127,3). We also wonder about
Ps 147:12-15,19-20 each child like the people who wondered at the birth of John the Baptist “What then
Mk 1:6-11 will this child become?” They are like angels who bring good news and joy to the
unhappy situations - the entry, the smile and babblings of a child changes any nervous
SATURDAY situations.
1In 25:14-21 Let us try to have a heart for the children and the heart of the children.
Ps 149:1-6.9 (Fr John Prince, Homily on Dec, 29)
Jn 2:1-11 “The first step towards getting somewhere is to J.P.
decide you're not going to stay where you are.” MORGAN

Parish Office Hours Telephones Parish Website/Email
Monday ............ 9am-11lam Presbytery 97924317 holyfamilydoveton.org.au
Wednesday ...... 9am-12 pm School 97911853 doveton@cam.org.au
[FITEER] oacommsacnase 9am-12pm Child Safety Email ... holyfamilycso@cam.org.au

Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, and all the more as you see
the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)
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