
 

 

 

 

 

+       Doveton   
Parish Priest: 

Fr.Michael Payyapilly VC                 
School Principal                                                         
Mr Steve Twomey          

Parish Manager:  

Mr. D. McCormick  

Catechist    

Mrs Maureen Marvin 

Secretary 
Mrs Maureen Goonewardena  

Child Protection Officer 

Mrs. Vina Fernandes 
 

Telephones 

Presbytery.....97924317 

School………97911853 
 

Sunday Masses  

Saturday Vigil…. 6.30pm  

Sunday………....  9.30am 

………………….11.00am 

Healing Mass…....7.00pm  
  

Spanish Mass 

4.30pm Saturday. 

Weekday Masses              
Monday…….… 9.15am  

Tuesday………  9.15am  

Wednesday…...  7.00pm  
Thursday……...  9.15am 

Friday………… 9.15am 

Saturday………  9.15am 
 

Reconciliation:  

Saturday   9.45-10.15am 

………….6.00- 6.25pm 

Tuesday 9.45- 10.15am    

 

Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament:                   
Every Tuesday after Mass 

Every Thursday at 8.00am       
Every First Friday all day  

Novena to Our Lady 

Wednesday……7.00pm 

Prayer Meeting:    

Tuesday………..7.30pm 

 

Baptisms, Marriages:        
Please get in touch with the  

Parish office. 
                   
Funerals 
Please contact the Parish Priest 

 
 

 

       

 

     

 

          

 

 HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

Hall Hire 

Please contact the Parish 
Office for Hall availability 

 

 
Parish-website  

holyfamilydoveton.org.au.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Bridegroom’s Friend 

 
The pages of the Gospel present John the Baptist as a symbolic example of a 

‘bridegroom’s friend’, as Christ’s excellent and exemplary witness. The Baptist’s 

pre-eminent witness was affirmed in two ways: firstly with regard to the content of 

his testimony and secondly with respect to its style. 

 

With regard to the content of his testimony, the Baptist identified Jesus as ‘the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world’ (Jn 1:29). Anticipating Jesus’ 

messianic and salvific role, each of the four evangelists start their Gospels with the 

Baptist’s words. The Lamb refers to the idea of salvation. The Lamb is the gift of 

liberation that, following the flight from Egypt, the Israelites sacrificed to the 

Lord. The Lamb recalls the servant of the Lord, the messianic image described by 

the Prophet Isaiah, ‘like a lamb led to the slaughter-house, like a sheep dumb 

before its shearers’ (Is 53:7). The Lamb recalls the image of the Victorious Lamb 

in the Book of the Apocalypse who at the end of time will definitively destroy evil 

and sin. John the Baptist is therefore, an authoritative witness who knew Jesus’ 

exact identity and why He came amongst men. 

 

With regard to John the Baptist’s style, St John’s Gospel (cfr Jn 3:28-29) presents 

St John the Baptist through the image of the ‘bridegroom’s friend’. He gives 

witness, yet is not positioned central to the events that are unfolding. His testimony 

is totally centralised on Christ. John indicates the presence of the Lord and then 

steps into the margins. ‘I am not the Christ’ and he goes on to affirm ‘I am the one 

who has been sent to go in front of him. 'It is the bridegroom who has the bride; 

and yet the bridegroom's friend, who stands there and listens to him, is filled with 

joy at the bridegroom's voice. This is the joy I feel, and it is complete. He must 

grow greater, I must grow less.’(Jn 3:28-30)  

 

Today’s Gospel offers us an eloquent example to imitate, so that we can also 

become Christ’s authoritative witnesses. A believer can only give an authoritative 

witness if it coexists in perfect harmony with two of the Baptist’s evangelical 

qualities. Firstly, knowledge of Christ that is cultivated through prayer, the 

sacramental and ecclesial life, reading good books and edifying friendships. 

Secondly, the constant attributes of a ‘bridegroom’s friend’ who goes in search of 

the Groom through the virtue of humility because always, in everyone’s life, 

Christ must increase and we must decrease! 

https://www.catholicculture.org 
 

 
 

 

     SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR A 

                                                  19TH JANUARY 2020 

This Week                                                Next Week 
Euch:      Simon Matthew, Gerald D’Cruz, Lindsay Sant               Lynette Francis, Sajan Jose, Bernadette                     

Reading: Grace R, Josephine P, Crhistine H, Daid Naidoo Jnr,              Albert L, Larissa B, Paul R, David Naidoo Snr, Malcolm D 

        YOUTH MASS      Nancy J 

Readings: Is 49:3, 5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34   Is 8:23 -9:3, 1Cor 1:10-13,17; Mt 4:12-23 
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       HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

 

By  Sam Guzman. 
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Australian Bishops support proposed climate change Bill 
By Linda Bordoni 

 
The Catholic Bishops of Australia say they will support a proposed Bill on a National Framework for 

Adaptation and Action on climate change. 

A statement by Catholic Earthcare Australia, an ecological agency established by the Australian 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference on Tuesday indicated that the bishops give their support “in principle” 

to the Private members Bill that is to be submitted to parliament to galvanise action around Climate 

Change.    Months of devastating bushfires in Australia have taken 28 lives so far, destroyed over 

2,500 homes and razed forests and farmland the size of Bulgaria. Over a billion animals are estimated 

to have been killed and some of the nation’s unique flora and ecosystems have been burnt to cinders. 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/ 
 

 

 

MONDAY 
 

1 Sam 15:16-23; 

Mk 2:18-22 

 
TUESDAY 

 

St Agnes 

 
1 Sam 16:1-13; 

Mk 2:23-28 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

1 Sam 17:32-

33, 37, 

40-51; 

Mk 3:1-6 

 
 

THURSDAY 

 

1 Sam18:6-9,  

19-1-7; 

Mk 3:7-12 

 
FRIDAY 
 

St Francis  

de Sales 

1 Sam 24:3-21; 

Mk 3:13-19 

 

SATURDAY 

 
The Conversion 

of St Paul 

Acts 22:3-16;  

Mk 16:15-18 
 

 

SUNDAY  
 

Is 8:23 -9:3,  

1Cor 1:10-13,17;  

Mt 4:12-23 

 

 READINGS 
 
 

  

What’s the difference between Western and Orthodox Christmas? 

In Orthodox Russia, Santa Claus is not coming to town, you fast for 40 days and celebrate this 

happy holiday two weeks later. Still, it’s not as bad as it sounds – we explain it in simple 

questions and answers. 

1. It’s Christmas Eve today! Do Russian Orthodox celebrate? 

Most Russian Catholics and Protestants celebrate, but Orthodox Christians, who make 
around 80 percent of the population, have to wait for their Christmas dinners until Jan. 
7. 

2. Why do the Orthodox celebrate Christmas in January? 

Until 1918, Russia and the Western world lived according to different calendars: 
Russia stuck to the older Julian calendar that lagged behind the modern, Gregorian 
one by two weeks. In 1918, the Bolsheviks adopted the Gregorian calendar in Russia, 
but the clergy decided to keep to the Julian. Basically, the Orthodox also celebrate 
Christmas on Dec. 25 according to their church calendar, but by this time it’s already 
Jan. 7 for the rest of the world. 

 

3. Wait, so Russians have to wait for their Christmas gifts and Santa for two 

weeks? 

No, they don’t. Russians don’t exchange presents on Christmas, and there is no Santa 
Claus. 

4. Oh god, why?! 

 
In Russia, Christmas is far less popular than in Western societies where it’s all about 
Santa and gifts. This holiday is mostly religious and only the Orthodox are really 
concerned with it; conventional celebrations, similar to the ones in the West, take 
place on New Year when we give each other gifts. 

5. And what about religious traditions – are they the same in Russia and in the 

West? 

Not exactly; there are some differences. In Russia, believers who go to church on 
Christmas have to stand through a long mass, the All-night vigil, to witness the joy of 
the birth of Christ the Savior. In the Catholic tradition, believers can choose one of 
three Christmas masses: at night, in the morning and in the afternoon. Also, in the 
Orthodox tradition Christmas is preceded by 40 days of strict fasting.  
 

https://www.rbth.com/lifestyle/329744-russian-christmas 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

     

 

 

             

     NOTICES 
 

Healing Mass:  

Every Sunday evening 

at 7.00pm. 

 

Catechism Classes  

For State school 

children on Thursdays 

at 4.00pm in the Small 

Hall. 
 

Legion of Mary: 

Every Tuesday at 

10:45am 

Venue: Small hall 

 

Youth Group 

Fridays 7.00pm in the 

small hall. 

 

Parish Prayer Group  

Meets every Tuesday at  

7.00pm -8.30pm in the 

Big Hall.  

New parishioners are 

always welcome. 
 

Healing Masses: 

There will not be 

Sunday 7pm healing 

Masses from  

Jan 5th to Feb 9th, 

2020.  

There will be a special 

Mass and healing 

service held on  

Jan 19th at 7pm.   

 

 

Bush Fire Appeal - 

Australia Day: There 

will be a special 

collection on Jan 25/26 

as part of the 

Archdiocesan response 

to the bushfire crisis. 

Please be generous.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.rbth.com/lifestyle/329744-russian-christmas

