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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
THE PRESENTATION of the LORD

oG

Presentation of the Lord

Today's Gospel introduces us to different people and events that in themselves provide numerous
lessons and themes for further reflection. Simeon and Anna were two venerable elderly people
dedicated to prayer and fasting and so their strong religious spirit rendered them able to recognize the
Messiah. In this sense we can see in the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple an extension of the ‘Pro
Orantibus Day' (For those who pray) that is celebrated on the feast of the Presentation of Mary (21
November). On this day, the Church demonstrates its gratitude to all those in the community that
dedicate themselves in a privileged way to prayer, to those who have a particular religious vocation to
the contemplative life. In the figure of the venerable Simeon, Jesus' presentation in the temple, also
reminds us that prayer and contemplation are not just a waste of time or an obstacle to charity. On the
contrary, time could not be better spent than in prayer as true Christian charity is a consequence of a
solid interior life. Only those who pray and offer penance, like Simeon and Anna, are open to the breath
of the Spirit. They know how to recognize the Lord in the circumstances in which He manifests Himself
because they possess an ample interior vision, and they have learned how to love with the heart of the
One whose very name is Charity.

At the end of the Gospel Simeon’s prophecy of Mary's sufferings is emphasized. Pope John Paul ||
taught that, ‘Simeon's words seem like a second Annunciation to Mary, for they tell her of the actual
historical situation in which the Son is to accomplish his mission, namely, in misunderstanding and
sorrow.’ (Redemptoris Mater, n16) The archangel's announcement was a fount of incredible joy because
it pertained to Jesus' messianic royalty and the supernatural character of His virginal conception. The
announcement of the elderly in the temple instead spoke of the Lord’s work of redemption that He would
complete associating Himself through suffering to His Mother. Therefore, there is a strong Marian
dimension to this feast and so in the Liturgical Calendar of the Extraordinary Form it is called
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This refers to the other aspect of the presentation that
consists of the ritual purification of Jewish women after they had given birth. In Mary's case this
purification was not necessary, but it indicates the renewal of her total offering of herself to God for the
accomplishment of His Divine Plan.

Simeon’s prophecy also announces that Christ will be ‘a sign of contradiction’. St Cyril of Alexandria, in
one of his homilies, interpreted the words ‘sign of contradiction’ like a noble cross, as St Paul wrote to
the Corinthians ‘a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles’ (1 Cor 1:23} [...] It is a sign of
contradiction in the sense that those who loose appear as foolish while in those who recognize its power

[the cross] reveals salvation and life’ (c.f PG 77, 1044-1049). https://www.catholicculture.org

This Week
Euch: Florida Nugara, Jean Claude Lazer, Jennifer Rawlins

Next Week
Paul Richardson, Joe Marvin, Antony Fernando

Reading: Cathy M, Larissa B, Maureen M, Paul R, Cheryl R,
Andrew R

Readings: Malachi 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40

Grace R, Albert L, Gerard C, David Naidoo Snr, Jessica P,
Malcolm D

Is 58:7-10, 1 Cor 2:1-5




NOTICES

Healing Masses:
There will not be Sunday

7pm healing Masses from
Jan 5" to Feb 9™ 2020,

ICatechism Classes

[For State school children on
Thursdays at 4.00pm in the
Small Hall.

Legion of Mary:
Every Tuesday at 10:45am

Venue: Small hall

Youth Group
Fridays 7.00pm in the small

Jhall.

Sacramental Programme:
The Parish Sacramental
Program for children
Jattending State  Schools;
commences on Thursday
6th February at 4.00pm in]
he Small Hall. Parents are
encouraged to enrol children]
without any further delay, as
the preparation for the

begins immediately.
Maureen Marvin]

sacrament of Reconciliation]]
| 1Cor2:1-5

HOLY FAMILY PARISH

MONDAY

2 Sam 15:13-14,
30, 16:5-13;
Mk 5:1-20

TUESDAY

2 Sam 18:9-10,
14,24-25,
30-19:3;

Mk 5:21-43
WEDNESDAY
St Agatha

2 Sam 24:2,
9-17;

Mk 6:1-6
THURSDAY

St Paul Miki

1 Kg2:1-4, 10-12;

Mk 6:7-13
FRIDAY
Sirach 47:2-11;

Mk 6:14-29

SATURDAY

1 Kg3:4-13;
Mk 6:30-34

SUNDAY

1s 58:7-10

Traditions of blessing the candles

In the Church this day is celebrated on February 2, forty days after
Jesus’ birth. It is a major feast and is variously known as the
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, the Feast of Meeting, the
Purification of Mary, and Candlemas. Each name highlights a
particular aspect of the day. This day may be thought of as a festival
of light. We hear about the light in today’s gospel. We see it in the
candles that are blessed and carried. We receive it as did St. Simeon.
That light is Christ himself, our salvation and life. It is customary on
Candlemas to bless candles; the candles to be carried in the
procession, the candles that will be used throughout the liturgical
year, and candles that are given to the congregation to take home.
The candlelight is an outward and visible sign of Christ who illumines
our heart and inner being. St. Symeon the New Theologian (949-
1022) offers a beautiful and insightful reflection on lighting candles:

“The candles which you light reveal to you the intelligible light. Just as
the church, that house of great beauty, is full of light from many
candles, so the house of your soul, which is more precious than that
church, should be illumined and full of light in a noetic sense — that is
to say, that within you all the spiritual virtues should burn with divine
fire... The multitude of burning lamps signify the illumined thoughts
which should shine within you like lamps, so that there should be no
dark thought in the house of your soul, but that all should be aflame
and shining with the light of the Holy Spirit.”

St. Anselm (1033-1109), Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking about
the mystery of the Feast of the Presentation, invites us to consider
three aspects of the blessed candles. He says, “The wax of the
candles signifies the virginal flesh of the Divine Infant, the wick figures
His soul, and the flame His divinity”. -

hittps:/interruptingthesilence.com

The parish prayer group
meets for the New Year on
Tuesday 4th February at
7.00pm in the big hall. All
parishioners  and  new|
members are welcome. For
more information contact
Joe Marvin: 0423734948.
We assure you we will
make you feel welcome.

future”.

disaster.

PAPAL NEWS: Australian Church launches collaboration to deal with natural disasters
In light of the recent massive bushfires that have engulfed parts of Australia, the
Church in the country launches a new initiative to deal with natural disasters. The new
national collaboration is called CERA — Catholic Emergency Relief Australia — and
will serve as a coordination point foi Catholic agencies responding to natural disasters.
The founding organisations are the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, Catholic
Religious Australia, Catholic Social Services Australia and the National Catholic
Education Commission.

The Australian Catholic Bishops' Conference, noted that the initiative "was established
after the devastating fires hit Australia in recent months. It is also being seen as a
blueprint for how the Catholic Church responds to domestic natural disasters in the

CERA’s role will be to help people on the long road to recovery from the ongoing
bushfire crisis and to mobilize as soon as the country is struck by another natural

hitps://www.vaticannews.va




